Welsh Hockey Union

(North Region) Men

Annual General Meeting

Held at the Gamekeeper Pub, St Asaph
Thursday 15 May 2008
MINUTES

Present:
Apologies:
Jon Upton (Northop Hall) (Vice Chair & Treasurer)
Martyn Davies (Wrexham) (Chair)
Adrian Bennett (Dysynni) (League Co-ordinator)
Andy Ible
Iwan Davies (Colwyn Bay) (Past Chair)
David Siddorn (Oswestry)
Mark Davies (Rhyl) (North West Link)

Ian Wright (NWHUA)

Lee Ible (Hockey Development Officer)

Robin Bayliss (Llandudno)

Andrew Gannon (Bangor City)

Simon Robinshaw (Bangor City)

Matt James (WHU)

Anneka O’Connor (Rhyl)

Represented:

Colwyn Bay Hockey Club

Dysynni Hockey Club

Northop Hall Hockey Club

Rhyl & District Hockey Club
Bangor City Hockey Club
1) 
Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting (held on Thursday 10 May 2007 at Northop Hall Hockey Club) were agreed without changes.
2) 
Matters Arising

There were no outstanding matters arising from the last Annual General Meeting:

3) 
Chairman’s Report
Martyn Evans was unable to be at the meeting but outlined the following key points:
· Sponsorship for three years had been forthcoming from North East Wales Institute (NEWI) to the value of £1500.  This had also been sports-matched by the SCW so the Region now had £3000 to help develop hockey. Thanks to Dave Bickley for co-ordinating the Sports Match application.

· The region had set up new junior leagues at U11 and U13 level which had been well supported by many clubs.

· Sadly, the region, owing to the failure to appoint suitable coaches in time, had not fulfilled its annual fixture with South Wales. However, games at U16 and U18 were held with Wirral Schools.

· A very successful Finals’ weekend had been held at NEWI and the region now needs to consider whether this format should be developed.
· A new website had been established to widen publicity and information for the region. Thanks to Jon Upton for his hard work in this area.  Clubs should now take ownership of the site and forward suitable articles for inclusion.
· Successful RAF tournaments have been held where north teams were successful. Thanks to Matt Pritchard for his efforts in organising these events.

· The committee had changed its venue for its meetings to St Asaph which had seen an upturn in attendance.  However, full attendance from all clubs was still not regularly achieved.

Overall, the year had started with much change following the decision to re-absorb Youth and Schools back into the main Committee and the decision of some key personnel to stand down. However, aside from the disappointment of not fielding teams against the South, the year had gone well and the region is in better shape financially owing to the sponsorship of NEWI and the sports match award.  It was hoped that the region could move forward, consolidating on the strides made and developing the game in the next year.

4) 
Treasurer’s Report

Jon Upton reported that the finances were now in good shape following the sponsorship and sportsmatch application. The balances were as follows:

Current Account Balance - £2,380.16

Savings Account - £1080.57

Deposit Account (Alliance & Leicester) - £38.99

5) 
League Secretary’s Report

The North Wales Hockey League was dominated this season by Bangor University with 13 wins out of 13 played. The students scored a mammoth 84 goals  whilst only conceding 12 at the other end. They played by far the best hockey and deservedly added the league title to their League Cup win. Runners up were Colwyn Bay who beat last years winners Dysynni on goal difference. The league was for the first time played on Sundays and this on the whole saw more games played than in the previous season. This said it was disappointing to see some teams unable to fulfil their fixtures particularly towards the end of the season with some completing only 10 of their scheduled 16 matches. However the hockey on the whole was played in a good spirit between most teams with few yellow and no red cards reported.  Thanks to Adrian Bennett for organising the League this year.
6) 
Cup Secretary’s Report

North Wales Men’s Hockey organised a Finals’ Weekend for the semi finals and finals of all competitions for the first time this year.  NEWI hosted the event and there was an entertaining two days of hockey with two of the finals going to the drama and heartache of penalty flicks.  Congratulations go to the winners of the competitions who were:

North Wales Premier Cup

Wrexham 1s

North Wales Shield

Northop Hall 2s

North Wales League Cup

Bangor University 2s

The only downside was the withdrawal at the last minute of Colwyn Bay 1s, who conceded their Premier Cup quarter final to Bangor University.  The region would like to thank NEWI, its major sponsors for hosting the finals and it is to be hoped that this productive relationship will continue in the future.  The AGM agreed that the cup format was an excellent idea and that it should be developed in future.
7) 
Schools & Youth Report
Schools

The region held its annual RAF Careers North Wales Schoolboys’ tournaments at all age groups again this year. The winners and runners up were as follows:


Under 12
Winners
Rydal Penrhos


Runners Up
Eirias H.S


Under 14
Winners
Rydal Penrhos



Runners Up
Ysgol Creuddyn


Under 16
Winners
Rhyl H.S



Runners Up
Rydal Penrhos


Under 18
Winners
Eirias H.S


Runners Up
Alun School, Mold


Rhyl High School went on to beat Whitchurch High School in the Welsh Schoolboys’ U16 final while Eirias lost heavily to Whitchurch in the under 18 final.


Thanks once again to Rydal Penrhos for hosting the under 12, 14, 16 and 18 finals.  The AGM thanked Wyn Pritchard for once again organising the finals.


Youth


It has been a year of successes and disappointments with youth hockey in North Wales. The successes have been the successful setting up and running of U11 and U13 monthly tournaments for junior club players.  This will continue next year and the region will also stage two U15 tournaments outside the league windows at Christmas and Easter for clubs. Thanks to all clubs who took part. It is much appreciated.


The region has also successfully ran the annual RAF Careers Youth tournaments. The winners and runners up in each age group were:

	U11
	Dysynni (winner)
	 Colwyn Bay (R up)

	U13
	Colwyn Bay (winner)
	Northop Hall (R up)

	U15
	Colwyn Bay (winner)
	Dysynni(R up)

	U17
	Colwyn Bay (winner)
	Rhyl (R up)



Thanks to Matt Pritchard for organising these events.


The disappointments have been the failure to fulfil many of our long standing fixtures against English county sides and the annual North/South fixture.  This arose because a number of our long standing coaches decided to stand down and replacements were not identified until well into the new season. This meant that no trials were held to identify talented players either.

While the region still is uncertain who the respective age group coaches will be next season, a trial date has been set for 21st September 2008 at NEWI and a date has been set for the annual North/South game on 16th November 2008.  Discussions are ongoing to get other fixtures for our age group sides next year.


However, the region did play two games against Wirral Schools at U16 and U18 level. Both matches were won.

8) 
Umpires Report

This year was and wasn’t a good year for umpiring. The good points were that the NorthWales membership for Umpires is over the100 mark. We also managed to appoint umpires for all the North Wales Men’s cup games on the cup super weekend at Newi.

We have some new up and coming faces to the umpiring world but we need more and younger ones too.  Unfortunately most of the 100 members don’t seem to want to come forward for appointments so getting appointed umpires for high profile North Wales cup games, did become an issue.

As umpires secretary I shall be asking the Umpires committee to come up with ideas about how we can get more and younger Umpires to become active and also put themselves forward for appointments.

This year’s National appointments saw some good appointments for North Wales umpires and technical delegates.

These included
· 3 judges and 2 umpires for the National Indoor finals at Newi

· 1 umpire for the Women’s Shield Semi Final

· 2 umpires for the Welsh 2nd XI semi finals at Newi

· 3 Umpires for the Women’s Plate semi finals

· 1 TD, 1 Judge and 2 umpires at the National 2nd XI and shield Cup finals at Cardiff

· 1 Umpire at the Wales Cup finals in Cardiff

· 1 Judge and 1Umpire at the Clubs European Qualifying Tournament at Swansea

· 1 Judge at the Senior Celtic cup in Ireland


The umpires this year said a sad retirement farewell to an old umpiring friend, Terry Brookes. Terry hung up his whistle and more to the point for players, handed in his cards and has retired from umpiring. 
9) 
Election of Officials 


The following officers were agreed by the meeting for the season 2008-2009:

Chairman:

Jon Upton (Northop Hall)

Treasurer:


Martyn Evans (Wrexham)
Secretary:


Anneka O Connor (Rhyl)

League Secretary:

Adrian Bennett (Dysynni)


Youth & Schools:

Matt Pritchard (Northop Hall) 

The following positions were confirmed by the Executive Committee for the season 2008-2009:


Cup Secretary:

Adrian Bennett (Dysynni)
10)
Welsh Hockey Report


Matt James, WHU Club Development Officer outlined the following points that member clubs should take note of with regard to national developments:


Board Modernisation 

At an EGM in January the following steps to modernise the WHU Board were approved – the number of elected positions were reduced from 9-4, to make provision for 3 non-executive directors and ensure a strategic focus.  More specific development across the sport would be managed by a series of strategic action groups.

Road Shows 
Following the successful Road Shows in 2007, the WHU plans a series of Road Shows across Wales in September 2008.  The provisional dates for the North Wales Region are :  Mold 15th Sept; Caernarfon 16th Sept; and Newtown 22nd Sept.

EuroNations Trophy (Men) 2009

NEWI, Wrexham will be the venue for the Men’s Trophy over 1st/8th August 2009. The WHU’s bid won out against stronger competition from other far larger countries and is an indication of the confidence that the EHF has in Welsh Hockey and the NEWI facilities.  Anybody wishing to help out in what will be a huge event for Wales and the UK should contact Chris Brewer - chris.brewer@welsh-hockey.co.uk
Hockey Development Officer Appointments 

Lee Ible (Wales & Brooklands HC GK) has been appointed to the post of NE Wales Hockey Development Officer (David Bickley’s old job) and will start in the role on Monday July 28th.  Aled Jones, URDD Sports Development Officer for Snowdonia and Anglesey) is managing a 3 year hockey development project in this region, which is being sponsored by the WHU’s youth hockey partner Sport Experiences (www.sportexperiences.co.uk).  Aled started this project in February.

Regional Academies & Performance Development Centres (PDCs) 
The Welsh Hockey Union has made significant strides towards building a strong youth development structure and clear player pathway. The Regional Academies were launched in September 2007 and Academy training for U15 and U17 players is taking place at NEWI and Rydal School.  Performance Development Centres (PDCs) are the development tier below Academies and 3 North Wales PDCs began operating in April, as partnerships between the WHU and the lead clubs, catering for players aged Under 13 from April to July.  The NE Wales PDC is being led by Wrexham and Northop Hall; North Wales Coast PDC is being led by Colwyn Bay; and the Montgomeryshire PDC is being led by Welshpool. The response from clubs and schools to all 3 PDCs has been very encouraging.

Youth Hockey Activator Programme 
The WHU will be holding a recruitment conference this Summer in North Wales for its Youth Activator Programme, which is now entering its seventh year and is going from strength to strength. The Activator Programme has provided youngsters with unique opportunities to develop their coaching, umpiring, sports administration and / or development skills.  Applicants should be committed to the sport, and currently involved in coaching / umpiring / voluntary development work / hockey club duties etc, or be keen to become involved in such capacities. Applicants should be aged 16-21 years (age on 1st September 2007). However, strong applicants falling outside this age group will be considered. Applicants should contact Matt James at WHU for an application form – matthew.james@welsh-hockey.co.uk   Clubs are encouraged to promote the Programme and encourage candidates from their clubs to apply.  

Club Accreditation (WHAC) 
The WHU launched the Welsh Hockey Accredited Clubs Scheme (WHAC) in November 2007 and North Wales clubs have responded well to the challenge.  Both Northop Hall and Rhyl have submitted their applications and the WHU plans to award accreditation status at the forthcoming Road Shows.  

Summer Camps 
The WHU are running a youth hockey camp for players aged 12-16 at NEWI from Aug 19-22, all inclusive cost, incl. full board & accommodation is £215.  Also running at NEWI is a Mercian Goalkeeping School with Simon Mason, this is for keepers and coaches, and runs from Aug 20-21 – cost £150.  For further information contact Beth Fisher -  beth.fisher@welsh-hockey.co.uk  Tel. 029 2057 3947

Summer Hockey Opportunities for Club 

· Does your club want to run a one day camp in the Summer to attract new members?  If yes, then the WHU will provide a template and financial support.  Contact Beth Fisher for further details. 

· Summer Sixes – The WHU’s new Six-a-side Senior Club Tournament.  Taking place at Swansea on Saturday Aug 23.  Contact Beth Fisher for further information. 

UK School Games – Calling all young umpires!! 
The WHUA and WHU are launching a new scheme to identify young talented umpires with potential for the future with aim of fast tracking them to officiate at the UK School Games held on 28-31 August 2008.  Contact either the WHU or WHUA for further information.    

Coaching Courses 
A full calendar of coaching courses has been planned for 2008.  The forthcoming Level 1 course list at Wrexham has been filled so well done North Wales.  A UKCC Level 2 course is being run at Wrexham on July 18,20,27 Aug 10,17.  Contact the WHU Coaching Unit for further information:  coaching@welsh-hockey.co.uk
11)
Re-organisation of Welsh Cup


A proposal to reorganise the Welsh Cup was debated by the AGM. It was unanimously rejected by all of the clubs present. It was felt that it did not meet the objective of enabling clubs to compete at a national level.
12)
Any Other Business

No other business had been previously notified.
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