Minutes of Meeting held on 17th Jan at St Asaph
Present
Martyn Evans (Chair) (Wrexham), Jon Upton (Vice Chair) (Northop Hall), Mark Davies (Rhyl), Wyn Pritchard (Colwyn Bay), Iwan Davies (Past Chair) (Colwyn Bay), Dave Bickley (RDO), Matt James (WHU rep), Matt Pritchard (Northop Hall)

Ian Wright (NWHUA)

1.
Apologies


Jeff Hodgkinson (Rhyl), Chris Parry (Llandudno)

2.
Club Attendance at Executive Committee meetings


It was agreed that all clubs should send representatives to the meeting. Important decisions were being made about the direction of North Wales Men’s Hockey and it was essential that clubs were represented.  There is often much criticism of the Executive that it does not communicate well enough with clubs. Some of this is valid but communication is only successful if all parties are involved and clubs need to take responsibility for their part in making the region run successfully.  The decision was taken to hold all future meetings of North Wales Men’s Hockey at St Asaph (The Plough Inn). It was hoped that this would lead to more clubs attending given its more central location. 

Action: Martyn Evans to write to all clubs
3.
Youth & Schools

a)
Age Group Teams



Following the successful U16 and U18 games against Wirral at NEWI before Xmas, the Executive were delighted to reveal that there would be U14 and U13 games against Wirral Schools, Lancashire and Cheshire in April.  The U13s would take place on 13th April and the U14s on 20th April. Both would take place either at Oxton HC or Caldy Grammar School.  WP would organise a trial, probably at Rydal, and clubs would be invited to send their best players to this in order to choose a strong team to represent the region. Action: Wyn Pritchard
b) RAF Schools Tournaments
WP announced that the RAF Careers Schools Finals would be held for the various age groups as follows:

	U12s
	25th Feb
	Rydal School

	U14s
	4th March
	Rydal School

	U16s
	6th Feb
	Rydal School

	U18s
	6th March
	NEWI


MJ reported that there was £250 of RAF money, earmarked for North Regional Expenses in previous years, which could contribute towards the cost of pitch hire schools or youth tournaments. He would send this money to JU.  JU would book the pitches for NEWI, WP would book the pitches for Rydal School.  

Action: Wyn Pritchard, Jon Upton
c) RAF Youth Tournaments

MP reported that he and his team of helpers at Northop Hall HC would be happy to organise the RAF Youth Tournaments for North Wales.  The events would take place as follows:
	U11s & U15s
	16th March
	Rydal School & Eirias Park

	U13s & U17s
	20th April
	Rydal School & Eirias Park


4.
North Wales Cups
a)
Dates


The dates for the Shield and Premier Cup are as follows:

	Tournament
	Quarter Finals
	Semi Finals
	Finals

	North Wales Shield
	29th March @ NEWI
	12th April @ NEWI
	13th April @ NEWI

	North Wales Premier
	Fixture between Colwyn Bay & Bangor Uni to be arranged between clubs
	12th April @ NEWI
	13th April @ NEWI

	North Wales League
	To be arranged between clubs
	12th April @ NEWI
	13th April @ NEWI


b)
Draws


League Quarter Finals (to be arranged between clubs)
	Wrexham
	v
	Rhyl 

	Colwyn Bay
	v
	Northop Hall

	Bangor City
	v
	Bangor University

	Dysynni
	v
	Llandudno


Shield Quarter Finals (all played @ NEWI on Sat 29th March 2008)
	Newtown
	v
	Llandudno

	Colwyn Bay
	v
	Wrexham

	Dysynni
	v
	Northop Hall

	Rhyl
	v
	Bangor City


Premier Semi Finals (all played @ NEWI on Sat 12th April 2008)
	Bangor Uni or Colwyn Bay
	v
	Wrexham

	Rhyl
	v
	Northop Hall


Bangor Uni and Colwyn Bay to arrange the quarter final at an appropriate date before the semi finals.
Umpires will be arranged via North Wales Umpires Association from the Semi Finals onwards for all competitions. A match card should be completed by all teams. These will be available on the North Wales Men’s Hockey website.

Action: Ian Wright, Jon Upton

5.
WHU Feedback

MJ reported back on WHU developments:

· An RAF day would be held on Monday, 11th Feb at RAF Valley. This was open to both sexes between the ages of 12 and 16.

· The WHU Youth Hockey Experience which would take place in Amsterdam between 25th and 29th March 2008.  There were still places available and, while relatively expensive, was an excellent opportunity for young players to be coached by some of Europe’s best coaches.

· That a meeting would be held between the WHU, NEWI, Flintshire, Denbighshire and Wrexham CBC regarding the RDO post that would shortly be vacated by David Bickley.  MJ would feed back the outcome of this discussion at the next Executive meeting.

· The EGM proposals had gone through at the EGM on 6th January 2008.
· That the WHU intended setting up four Performance Development Centres for U13 hockey players in North/mid Wales after Easter. These would be in the North East, based at NEWI, Montgomeryshire, based at Welshpool, the West, based in Aberystwyth and in the North West, based at Colwyn Bay. All clubs would collaborate in these PDCs. Action: All clubs to initiate meetings
· That the WHU intended to implement a mid-season break between December and end of January similar to that proposed in England. This would enable Indoor hockey to take centre stage.

6. Finance
JU reported that balances were healthy at £800.56. This was excluding sponsorship from NEWI and also did not include the balance transferred from the old Youth & Schools account in the summer.

7. David Bickley

The Committee wished to thank DB for all his efforts in developing hockey in the North East of Wales over the past few years and wished him well in his new role in Scotland.
